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The Sam M. Walton College of Business at the University of Arkansas on Tuesday

announced the panelists for its 16th annual Business Forecast luncheon, to be

held Jan. 29, 2010.

The event, coordinated by the Walton College Center for Business & Economic

Research, will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the John Q. Hammons

Convention Center in the World Trade Center District in Rogers.

The panelists include:

Moderator: David Wood, president and chief executive officer of

Murphy Oil Corp. of El Dorado.

International outlook: Abdul Shaikh, president, senior international

economist and regional coordinator for Africa, Middle East and South

Asia at the Trade Information Center at the U.S. Department of

Commerce.

National outlook: Chris Varvares, president of Macroeconomic Advisers

of St. Louis.

State and local outlook: Kathy Deck, director of the Center for Business

& Economic Research.

"This year brings to the Walton College another extraordinary panel of experts

who agree to share their forecasts for the coming year," said Walton College

Dean Dan Worrell. "We believe the opportunity to hear the cutting-edge

information and perspectives offered by these accomplished individuals

provides tremendous value to business and civic leaders from northwest

Arkansas, the region and the state."

For more information on sponsorships or reservations for Business Forecast

2010, contact the Center for Business & Economic Research, Sam M. Walton

College of Business, Willard J. Walker Hall 538, 1 University of Arkansas,

Fayetteville, AR 72701, (47... , fax (479) 575-7687, or e-mail:

cber@walton.uark.edu. To register online, visit the Business Forecast Web site.
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