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Michigan continued to have the highest unemployment rate in the country at 15.2 percent, followed by Nevadaat
13.2 percent, Rhode Island at 12.8 percent, and California and Oregon, at 12.2 percent each. There were 14
states with unemployment rates ofat least 10 percent.

North Dakota had the lowest joblessness rate in the country, 4.3 percent, followed by South Dakota at 4.9 percent,
Nebraska at 5.0 percent, and Montana and Wyoming at 6.6 percent each.

Arkansas’ unemployment rate was better than most of its neighboring states. Oklahoma'’s jobless rate was 6.8
percent, followed by Louisiana at 7.8 percent, Texas at 8.0 percent, Mississippi and Missouri at 9.5 percent each,
and Tennessee at 10.8 percent.

“The Arkansas economy is a very basic economy,” Deck said. “We fulffill basic needs.That means that we don't fly
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very high when everybody else is flying high, because we’re not taking the same kind of risks that others take.
Because things are basic, perhaps our business cycles are a little bit more muted.”

Six industry sectors in Arkansas reported job gains from July to August, four had declines and one was
unchanged.

Government added 4,500 jobs, most being seasonal as public educational institutions rehired personnel for the
start of school, the Department of Workforce Services said.

The professional and business services sector gained 3,300 jobs. Of those, 2,800 were in the administrative and
support-services category, partially because of expansion at staffing companies.

The educational and health services sector grew by 1,500 jobs, with all of the gain in the outpatient health-care
category.

Construction, and the leisure and hospitality sector each added 300 jobs. The mining and logging sector grew by
100 jobs.

Manufacturing, which had no change in jobs in July, lost 1,000 jobs in August. In the past year, Arkansas has lost
20,000 manufacturing jobs.

The Workforce Services agency said Friday that it will end the extended benefit program on Sept. 26. The
program provides up to 13 additional weeks of unemployment insurance to individuals who exhaust their regular
and emergency unemployment compensation benefits.

The program went into effect in Arkansas the week ending April 18, because Arkansas’ insured unemployment rate
reached 5 percent. The rate dropped below 5 percent on Sept. 5, which required the program to end Sept. 26.

This article was published September 19, 2009 at 5:57 a.m.
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