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Fort Smith factories survive recession 
T H E  A S S O C I A T E D  P R E S S  

FORT SMITH — 
Manufacturers in Fort 
Smith have cut 
thousands of jobs over 

the past few years, but companies are 
surviving the recession, which experts say 
is the first step to eventually restoring 
some jobs. 

Whirlpool dropped from employing 4,600 
to about 1,000. But Whirlpool has moved a 
refrigerator line to Mexico. Other factories 
have cut jobs strictly because of the 
recession. 

Kathy Deck, director for the Center for 
Business and Economic Research at the 
University of Arkansas, says the economy 
has changed, and the manufacturing 
sector is adapting. 

One bright spot for the area is that work is 
continuing on an $80 million Mars Petcare 
pet food plant near Fort Smith. The facility 
is to employ 200 people and the company 
has been hiring in advance of a startup 
this fall. 

This article was published September 7, 2009 at 4:29 p.m.  
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