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Jeff Gardner Says Windstream Well Positioned To
Move Forward
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Windstream CEO Jeff Gardner said

Tuesday that his firm's acquisition of
NuVox is a good strategic fit that
advances its shift to business and broadband customers.

4 .|

Gardner was the keynote speaker at the Commerce Arkansas Power Lunch,
part of the second-annual business expo sponsored by Arkansas Business and
the Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce and held all day Tuesday at the
Statehouse Convention Center in downtown Little Rock.

Gardner's address came hours after Windstream announced that it had reached
an agreement to acquire NuVox, a privately held local exchange carrier based
in Greenville, S.C. Windstream is the publicly traded telecommunications firm
based in Little Rock that spun off from Alltel in 2006. Alltel was acquired by
Verizon earlier this year.

In addition to Gardner's address, Arkansas Business presented its 2009 CFO of
the Year awards, presented by Crews & Associates and Legacy Capital Group.
Adam Kohler of Welsco Inc., a North Little Rock welding supplies and industrial
gases distributor, won the award in the small private-company category; Greg
Williams of Nabholz Construction of Conway won in the large private-company
category; and Stephanie Smith of Easter Seals in Little Rock was honored in the
nonprofit category.

Windstream will add about 90,000 customers in 16 states with the NuVox
acquisition, expanding its footprint in the Southeast and moving into Midwest
markets. The $643 million deal that is expected to be complete in early 2010
will bring roughly 1,700 employees under the Windstream umbrella.

GOLD CERTIFIED

CALL US
TODAY!

501-664-1180

REACH-Solutions

Windstream employs roughly 8,000 nationwide, with about 1,200 Arkansas

FIND YOUR DEALER »

BUSINESSJIOURNAL

Search ArkansasBusiness.com | enter keywords here

|[=eRT]

Thursday, November 12, 2009 1:25:55 PM

= Subscribe To
Arkansas Business

= Submit A Whisper

= Submit Calendar Event

= Advertise Online

= Follow @ArkBusiness
On Twitter

= Subscribe To NWA
Business Journal

= Nominate For NWABJ

Fast 15
)
1y
FOR HOLIDAY

arkansas business

legal notices

http://www.arkansasbusiness.com/article.aspx?alD=118325.54928.130466

Page 1 of 2

TAINaEs

DOW 10,243.57 -47.69
NASDAQ 2,159.68 -7.22
S&P500 1,092.68 -5.83
Enter Stock Symbol I:l

see all Arkansas stocks
stocks sponsored by
Stephens Inc.
Investment Bankers

Member NYSE, SIPC

Apply for your loan now!

Loan Amount ${150000
Interest Rate
Years

Monthly Payment l:l

rates sponsored by

BAMEKE OF
LITTLE ROCK
m]MORTGAGE

Bank of Little Rock Mortgage

Jury Convicts Vance in Death

of Anne Pressly

Cauley's Debt To Centennial

Totals At Least $41 Million

Regions To Close 9 Arkansas

Branches

‘America’s Most Wanted' To

Feature John Glasgow

Disappearance

Lottery Execs Enter Highest

Paid State Employees List
sponsored by

Tourists

Newcomers
Family
Brides-to-be
Jobs

Teens

Clinton Library
Restaurants
Shopping
Entertainment

=,

rch o
l esize ¢
Local retail space for lease

Local office space for lease
Warehouse space for lease

11/12/2009



Jeff Gardner Says Windstream Well Positioned to Move Forward - ArkansasBusiness.com

Manage Your eNews
Register for
ArkansasBusiness.com
Subscribe to Arkansas
Business Print Edition
Forgot Your Password?
Requesting Reprints &
Article Rights Inquiries
RSS / XML Feeds
Advertise Your Company
on ArkansasBusiness.com
Download the
ArkansasBusiness.com
Meda Kit

Jobs on

ArkansasBusiness.com

Post a Job Listing
Search Job Listings
Post a Resume

Search Resumes

Local Guides

All Cities
Arkadelphia
Bella Vista
Benton
Bentonville
Blytheville
Cabot
Conway

El Dorado

Favetteville

employees including 700 at its corporate headquarters near the intersection of

Rodney Parham and Cantrell roads in west Little Rock. ARKANSAS BLSINESS

LISTS

DIGITAL EDITION
Buy Lists as Spreadsheets

BusinessWeek named Windstream No. 4 on its 2008 list of the 50 best
performers. Once the NuVox deal is complete, Windstream will boast $4 billion

in revenue.

"We are really starting to become a serious player in the telecommunications
industry in the southeast and the United States,"” Gardner said. "We are well
positioned to succeed going forward."

Windstream maintains residential customers, but is shifting its focus to
business and broadband. Once the deal is complete, Gardner said more than
50 percent of Windstream's revenue wil come from business and broadband.

NuVox is in the same kind of markets that Windstream is," he said. "The
investment community likes this deal. It's a good strategic fit."

Commerce Arkansas continues throughout the day. Afternoon speakers include
economist Kathy Deck with the University of Arkansas, Jon Harrison of
Caterpillar and Greg Henderson of Arkansas Manufacturing Solutions.
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